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CANCAO DE UMA TERRA SECA

The title of this song in English means “Song of a Dry Land”. It’s about the joy and
strength of the people that lives in the northeast of Brazil. That region is known as a
really dry area of Brazil and people suffers because of the water scarcity. But the
people of Northeast are also known for the joy expressed through their music and
for the strength showed by facing those challenges everyday.

The subtitle is a quote from a song by Ito Moreno, a Brazilian musician, which says,
“The Song of my people never dries, even the drought that dries this land.”

Based on that cultural background and willing to express this feeling, for this song I
decided to use elements from two famous rhythms of the northeast, Maracatu and
Baido.

Maracatu and Baiao

As those two styles are rhythmically rich and percussive by nature it's a good
opportunity to use your rhythmic skills and to have some fun playing these energetic
Brazilian rhythms.

As they have many variations, right below are two simplified and concise versions
of the rhythmic structure of Maracatu and Baido. They are written for the traditional
percussion instruments and not for piano so you can have some fun trying to
identify these rhythms through the song and find out how they were applied on the
piano.
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Exercise 1

It’s really helpful to tap the rhythm above before you start playing the song.

Tap the “Alfaia” with your left hand and the “Gongué” with your right hand. After
that you can tap the “Alfaia” with your left hand and the “Snare” with your right hand
ignoring the Trill. You need first to be able to do this coordination exercise before
going to the song.

Baiao

(o= open tone; + = left hand dampening the head)
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(A wide, thin double
headed drum)
Exercise 2

The same as exercise number one. Tap the “Zabumba” with your left hand and the
“Agog06” with your right hand. Before you go to the “Triangle” you can tap the
“Zabumba” with your left hand and eight notes with your right hand, which is
another variation for the Agog6. After that you tap Tap the “Zabumba” with your left
hand and the “Triangle” with your right hand. You if you want you can make an
accent where there is an “open tone” or just tap the rhythm ignoring those
articulations.

Exercise 3

Another good experience is for both pianists to play together the patterns above
using some percussion instruments. You don’t need to have those specific traditional
instruments; you can try it using different ones or even just taping on tables and
cans. The important thing is to feel those patterns rhythmically before adding the
harmony and the melody.



Cancao de uma Terra Seca

Song of a Dry Land
Y Denis R. Nassar Baptista
Nunca seca o canto do meu povo (b.1986)
Nem a seca que seca esse chao" *
Ito Moreno

Animated and Triumphant 4=94-100
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* The song of my people never dries,
neither the drought that dries this land

© Copyright 2011 Denis Rafael Nassar Baptista.
All Rights Reserved



Lo
e

-

— op
S e e

efel
===
et

T

E

==

fop

e

percussive

E

S e e = =5

m
-

uft
P- kil

£ bb
=

J—
p—

elel

—
PP

.
i~

Cw
fe

e

fe
==t

==

for =

=== ===

e .

=

=

b

i

be

“
o

bl’q'

bb

.

——

.

Fue

o
(]

Lot

Fe

b .biqu

e = = =k

Sl el et Lt

R R S S e S

rax

10

10
rax

13

13
rax




BN

= e e e e e e e e e
e T e e e L e g
S. f .>
A N
D: 4 ° : 4 ° . be*
* : 3 7 1 323 3733
> > > > >

LIRS

5 s .
r’f\):\ = ] | —Ih I 1
D} — = I ——
P.
Histboo , | .
\Q)V 2’95 /g % T &é
19
9 a I r9) T T
DB (T u: ) — s ",E ! }
Kl 1 = s
—-I —I
5,}: Tﬂ bt ‘i > 5 il — i' z Tﬂ J
bé* ° & — o el I);. ;
b tg U8 3 s 532
o
229 I’r 1= > Lo fe i B 2 1% - 1! - i %bg I,Ig
P. Jp ——— mf
z >
e e e s L E=

' ' I c F— R——
¥ 0 ub;’ "fpvg : ? :
Ty-j\j’ j ,blb‘jl € - ;:; ;“7 <

>




4% ki 3+ s
L
o oM
] A
Ty g
N |
= = =
ol ﬁ?
X Ay
v Xy ||
kﬂ b |
i WH = = =
s Vo = = =
1
wilalll e
w e [T
A. . |
R B
wle e
o] %0 -
ey
7 N
il RN
]
A . - ﬂﬂ
_a e
N
N bH
A ﬂuy
Ithlnmlll Imvu N
- S N N AN
N— T ——

be

oo

) |###5 #E

r £
\ W]

> m— F::ﬁ:
D] | el
/

-

8

b

.

pp P

=

o

[ )

[ —

L. |

iy

6250 I

/i
7

NTT®

N
= = =
all
ﬁav ST
|
Sh
\EEL)
NN
3
L
Ao SEMEAL)
b
-9 o ‘N
o o



TeTTe
- X
L JRR.
X X
i
Vv
=
"
X
1)
X
ITe
[HA J
B
™
Iy
™
)
L)
[ )
L)

o)

A i — = ) E—n S 3

&) = % G == s
—="=

T
L)
"y
ﬁ
ﬁj
L)
M)
D
HEY

“w

BN
Vv
T

[ ] (7]

|
Hi

L3

-
ri
(18
o
(Y
o
(Y
—ﬁ}
LY

oo D
dF. =3

)

| -

Ly

b

N
y
LY
(el
M

%_

0
J
Y

i
(.

|

L)
e
e
e
L)
Nk
TTTe
X
e
e
e
mL
e
A
™
X
LA
™
L
L)
IA]
L)
L
™
mL
L)
IA]
L)
L
e
mL
L)
IA]
L)

Moo oL B , aPr P efrfrler efrfler,., ., Br Lte, B2
— —_— : o o —
_P_ _P_
Gl i T e e e e i
o == ===
40
o)

|



nyelllrer elflree I8 e
H e e e

1
N>

495 ‘l)' -' ‘np-' o r#l _ -bE ‘5 ‘EE‘E
G =T ====_==S =S
,ﬂfg‘ T {’“ﬁ:fi*ﬂ . 5 N -
C : A : : : :
— Prrhs I
== —jf",‘ _—TA" = “ __:—4
bel* 4 & 4 & N
.. 3 CE I




A claal A caal
JIT e o
ol - i ~- | ~-

O 1 o I
LN
o u% - e ’

S o o Aaan

ek o
m

Al rH 1l —q LI11)
i m
FL i TSN Fﬁ”uv
= ST M—q LU
40 1Te,
. ™
o 17 1R [ ety
o I
P ] e || Hise
0 .
NG NG ,MJ N

311 ofalae octy ccsu
rf
IS
T | T Q HI BEBLUL
A A \ o sy / !
el /l# _cx e
CHATY 7
ﬁ.E.H___ ) I
O 1 o R
._11_.’ )
I X% m= uﬂwH
LYIE AN g
o« P- TTTee [TTee
E = apnn iy pA-
ole
Y
ld = ([ i
A ocha octy SH
5| ||| [&
SO T 7% {TT{pT®
! - e o
NI - MU L.
N —N T —

<> n_u ) c__
ﬁ [
Al .
(YN ||u iy % T
(G (] 1K) ol
| o iy —T
R
Hmﬂ__ Xy T Il
o () |
.__4_ L
<l ] L)
A Sa os AN
e
ol [
A.F ( A 1
L1EE L [&_
4_ ﬂw o]
o L S
AF 1 -A .
o
uu_ﬂ | u#..w ﬂ. [ -
L L
(YN e &
| e
< ol _
|
oL .rw T
<> <> >
@
oLl ol
!
ol i il
(
(o] ( 11O )
o Y (¥ —a
[y
Huﬂ__ B e Il
FEJ* } |
(YN ||
€ N ] L
os ﬂmJ N
SN LI n
o v



e

L)
e
T
1L
1A

|

MR

HRY

M

NS

[ YHRN

H’é &= mm = mmmmmmmm e m e
679 _ — i :,h m bp@. l)-'/h:._
G; 7 7 ol i
mf’ VA
Y bb:" | o \ bf/—\\\ o
& = T ===saa=sii=—====i
679 | I I
T HEirrir ¢ % &7 7 T ¢
. mp . mf> :
= . — = C
5 $3°333° = 33 EEE M - T
> >




bbé W o b I)é
Ty == |5 F i e fe == | [
{os < —f ™ i B . o —
\')\} Ji I Fl Vi Vi
S 7 |
e - E— e
%) h[)‘ TIH r ./w | — Py L\D‘* ﬂ *
70h
g r ¥ g T v r ¥ @
o : 5 ' :
)~ q = .lm;u q
— — — ] v @ X ] — — —
& —* o g 3 : : 3 =3 o =4 o

1 1 di 1 1 43 j 1 j 1
. 4 v . g ¥ = % 2 & = % 2 7
: : R E DR
> >




>

>
Ebﬁ 2 abe »bs ke =

e e e e e e S s s eSS s s s B
fdddd FeFeFdFgd FIF S

i e e e
~ |D| I i"‘; I:I‘I= F_H . > = : g j j:
= be~e @ i — E Lq; — —

BITR

R
S

Iia

>
nI 1
1 ]

— . ; = . - e
;;j H;E;;# : : ﬁﬁﬁ gi E! = ﬁgiiﬁgg F”E,;
— P b S :
_5?3—’! WF : I I AT Lo 'q%
227297.8 "7 5°2° $°3°
ST S R T i e
e = - = —J
— dl.;_—- - é;L.-- — = = =

12



]

L3S0

RN/

B3O

ole



> c_ > b
_ .
ol [ At._.
Q|
L m
Yl T T Ll
( A n
'Yh IFITele 1 A
MG
o0 Y _l_.wnl Er S
[ '
ol TTele T o
= = = Xy
o LI _ o

o

-
SES
S
D) I —
S—
3
&
—®

mf

= ef

= =
CIELEN m, i
T o~ N\ T BELUL ol
A 1 i1 v “
el /L _‘\ I .
.- i l _ _
L EET Y — Az._.
el I
(qiial SR LU a ™
= = = = = = ma= l _
| ﬂ\ p== All
. JH
¢ AN | % .||_.M0H L EES
e '
olln ] ol
o N T e ) (1
o= 0 o= YN
i v N 49%0 G 9

14



)

2 )

)
= =
A J

=

SSEINJIZ SSUIZ S8

15







